
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning, working, succeeding together 
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Sir Graham Balfour School 



Why does everyone need to revise? 

 

How do we do revise and where to begin? 

 

 

Diagnosis 
 
This is finding out what you got 
wrong or what you are struggling 
with. 
 

Therapy 
 
This is the process of 
improving your knowledge, 
powering up your 
understanding of the content 
knowledge. 

Testing 
 
This is about applying that knowledge 
either through a quiz, knowledge test 
and/or exam style questions. 
 
This stage will also help inform diagnosis 
 

 
Complete personalised learning 
checklists that teachers can 
provide. 
 
Check course 
specification/content. 
 
Colour code the course content to 
which ones you feel confident and 
less confident about. 
 

 
Complete some of the subject 
specific revision strategies in 
this booklet to help improve 
your knowledge and gain a 
deep understanding of the 
content. 
 
This will help you think and 
focus, purposefully, on the 
content that you need to 
know. 

 
Vital to see how effective the therapy 
was, complete exam style questions in 
timed conditions are knowledge tests.   
 
This can also help focus the diagnosis, do 
you need to revisit this area or not. 
 
Important to work on this stage with 
areas that you think are your strong point 
to ensure this remains the case. 
 

 



Common misconceptions of where students go wrong with revision 

 
1. Read through notes only or highlight sections of the notes.  Revision needs to be ACTIVE where students are 
doing something and are made to think about what they are revising. 
 
2. Revise in places with lots of distractions around such as TVs/Mobiles.  For revision to be effective students need 
to be fully focused, so they are thinking about the topic of revision. 
 
3. Watch podcast or videos only without making any notes.  Unless students make notes and then go on to do 
other things with the notes, they will very quickly forgot what was said (note the forgetting curve above). 
 
4. Students will create a resource such as a flash card but do not then use them as intended.  Creating flashcards is 
good but you also need to activate thinking and that’s why flash cards need to be used as intended also. 
 
5. Build in testing as part of their revision and only focus on the therapy.  Teachers often say students know the 
information but it’s the application that results in low marks therefore, it’s very important to build in testing into 
revision where students can apply their knowledge. 
 

 

An example of a diagnostic tool – Personalised learning checklist (PLCs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Therapy – The three most common strategies that our subjects recommend that improve content knowledge 

Knowledge organisers 

Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key facts and essential knowledge that you need about a unit of work or 

a curriculum subject. They should be no more than one side of A4 or A3 with all the information broken down into 

easily digestible chunks.   

How to use them 

You can create one and afterwards create a blank template with headings that you have a go at completing, 

little and often using a technique of brain first before resorting to your book.  Over time you will see that the 

more you do this the more you can add from your brain (own knowledge) as your memory improves. 

Flash cards/Cue cards 

They engage you in ‘active recall’ – this creates stronger connections for your memory to recall information.  When 

you make and use flashcards, you take control of your own learning.  You must decide what to put on each card, how 

often you’re going to use them, and then evaluate how well you know the information on each card.  They can help 

you memorise facts quickly and make you practise the same information repeatedly - and as we know, practice 

makes perfect!  This website also creates them for you – Quizlet.com 

1. Ensure that the flashcards have a question or key term on one side and the answer or definition on the 

other: 

The flashcard must work the memory, 

If flashcards only contain notes, then no retrieval practice will be happening. 

2. Ensure the right questions and knowledge are on the cards. 

3. Keep information as short as possible. 

4. Write clearly. You should be able to read what you wrote at a very quick glance. 

5. Use different coloured cards or pens to categorise your flashcards. For example, use a different colour for 

each subject or topic. This can help your brain to categorise information better. 

6. Make your flashcards as soon as you’ve learnt the topic in class and plan to use them after they’ve been 

made. 

7. Studies have found that its more effective to review a whole stack of cards in one sitting than to carry 

them around with you and glance at them every so often. 

Mind Maps 

Are a way of organising ideas about a topic.  A mind map usually starts with a central idea with a series of branches, 

each relating to one aspect of the main idea.  These lead to other branches and so it goes on. 

A mind map allows you to see the whole topic on one sheet of paper.  Making the mind map helps you learn both 

the detail and the big picture of a topic.  

 1. Stick up your mind map somewhere in your house, walls or ceilings (with parental permission of course). 

 2. Illustrate some of the points on your mind map with silly pictures that will help you remember them. 

3. Spend some time learning the mind map. Turn the paper the other way up and see if you can remember it 

well enough. 

4. Use mind maps to plan essays, putting the title as the question in the centre, then have one branch for 

each point using further branches for examples and development. 

5. Get together with a friend to make mind maps together using lots of colour and pictures.  



How to revise for English Literature 

 

 

Tip 1: Flashcards /Cue Cards 

Cue cards can help you to structure your revision notes and revise both effectively and successfully, but you need to know HOW to use them.  
You should not be re-writing revision notes from class books and revision books onto individual cards, this will not help you learn key information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip 2: Turn your revision into images/symbols  

 

 

 

 

How do you revise for English? Here you will find a number of different tips on how to revise for English Literature. The aim of these tips is to enable you to remember and 

learn key information about a text/character/plot/theme. 

 You can ‘pick and mix’ various different strategies, and find techniques that suit you and your learning needs the best. 

 

 

                        

Transform key information about character/theme and plot 

into images and symbols. The information becomes much 

easier to remember and revise from.  

 

  

Here is an example for An Inspector Calls. As you can see it’s mostly 

images, with very few words. Just by looking at this you can see the 

entire plot of the play.  

You can also transform smaller extracts/scenes/acts into images and 

symbols. Or use key information about characters and transform the 

information into images/symbols. 



Tip 3: Improving your Memory /Remember key information about character and plot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip 4: Mind Maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip 5: Organising your knowledge 

Use a knowledge organiser to organise your revision into sections or exam questions. Write down the timings for each question, include the key skills needed 

to approach each question with success and include what you need to do in order to be successful for each question (key words, skills, information). 

  

3. Read, create, and repeat OR reduce. Your brain can only 

remember 7 new concepts at one time. Information 

needs to travel from your short term memory to your 

long term memory in order to be able to remember it. 

Therefore, you are more likely to remember key concepts 

if you repeat learning more than once. 

 
Try it: create a set of cue cards or produce a mind map by 
colour coding key ideas. Once completed turn over your 
mind map/cue cards and start again, what can you 
remember? Whatever you can’t remember, is what you 
need to revisit. REDUCE the plot/poem/key idea to 30 
words. 

 

2. Say things out loud. On average, you only remember 

10% of what you read. By saying things out loud it 

increases your ability to remember ‘stuff’ by up to 50%. 

 
Try it: complete a set of revision notes and then read 
your notes out loud to a family member, a friend or to 
yourself. Then, test yourself on what you can remember 
(start the cue cards again, jot down all the information 
you can remember and compare this to your original set 
of notes). Look back at your original notes and identify 
what you couldn’t remember. Revisit what you are still 
struggling to remember.   

 

 

1. Visualise your revision. By placing (both 

mentally and physically) your learning into a 

familiar surroundings you are up to 70% more 

likely to remember it!  

Try it: stick revision notes and key words around 
your house. For example if you can’t remember a 
scientific formula for Science or key terms for 
English, create cards and stick them in familiar 
places: your bedroom, on the fridge… even in the 
loo! Then when trying to remember the 
information take a journey through your house 
to the place where you have stuck your revision 
notes.  

 

1. Write the MAIN TOPIC in the middle of the paper and draw a ring around it.  
2. For each KEY POINT draw a branch out from the main topic.  
3. Write a KEY WORD or PHRASE on each branch.  
4. Build out further branches and add DETAILS.  
5. Use pictures and words (Dual Coding) rather than loads of writing copied from your notes. 

 

 



How to revise for Maths 

 

The best form of revision for Mathematics GCSE (Edexcel 9-1) is to complete exam papers. 

This will help to revise the knowledge and key skills taught in class and give opportunity to practice the application needed to succeed in examinations. 

Exam papers are found on Maths Genie https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html and can be downloaded and printed. 

To aid revision, begin with your class notes in your orange exercise book and complete as many questions as you can. 

Complete any other questions as much as possible, using the knowledge and skills that you have been taught in lesson. 

Use the Mark Schemes to mark the exam paper (symbol with MS). 

Any questions which you were unable to complete or didn’t gain full marks can be completed by watching the videos on Maths Genie (symbol with a triangle) for the 

relevant paper which you have completed. 

  

Further help can be found by 

a. Reading through the worked answers on Maths Genie (symbol with ANS) 
b. Asking your class teacher to explain if you are still struggling 

  

As you become more confident, complete further exam papers without your class notes and without needing to watch the videos to help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html


How to revise for Science 

 

All these activities can be found on the 365 or your teacher will provide them. 

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     

    

 

 

 

                     

            

Useful websites 

https://23equations.com/  

https://www.gcsepod.com/  
http://mammothmemory.net/  
http://www.gcsescience.com/  
http://www.passmyexams.co.uk/  

 

 

 

 

 

Review the checklist 

– this tells you 

exactly what you 

need to know. 

Complete the glossary and 

equation list for each topic. 

You need to memorise these 

Complete a ‘deconstruct’ 

or a ‘topic on a page’. This 

gives you the ‘bigger 

picture’ 

Make notes on the 

required practicals 

and watch the 

videos. 

Complete the exam 

questions by topic to apply 

your knowledge. 

Complete the graded 

questions to challenge 

yourself. 

https://23equations.com/
https://www.gcsepod.com/
http://mammothmemory.net/
http://www.gcsescience.com/
http://www.passmyexams.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



How to revise for Technology (D&T, Food & Textiles) 

 

  



How to revise for Expressive Arts, Physical Education and Psychology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psychology Challenge revision  
By following these instructions on Office 365 you can find all the year 11 and year 10 PowerPoints from class. These are an excellent revision tool.  

Students -> Resources -> Exp arts -> Psychology -> (your year group) -> Mr Tunstall -> (which ever topic/ lesson you want to revise) 

Go through, and:  

1) Complete all the challenge tasks, by doing this you know you have completed the higher-level skills of each topic.  

2) Complete all the exam questions, by doing this you know you have applied your knowledge to exam style questions.  

3) Mark answers using the mark schemes, constantly be improving your skills.  

4) Produce flashcards from the key terms in the yellow boxes.  

5) Produce mindmaps from the different knowledge that you can take and keep forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to revise for Humanities; Geography, History and Philosophy and Ethics (RE) 

 

 

  



 

1. Add as much as you can from your own knowledge first – key words, facts and 

dates 

2. Then using your folder or revision guide add more 

3. Do this little and often and you’ll notice over time you begin to add more from 

your own knowledge 

 

  



Generic ways to use a revision guide – transfer a page of the 

guide or a topic into one of these 

PiXL Revisit: Thinking Hard Model 

Name of Topic:   __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name:   __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Class:   __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Take a section of the text and do the following: 

 

1) Prioritise: Underline the three most important sentences here. Rank 1-3, briefly explain number 1. Cross out the least 

important sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Reduce: Reduce the key information into 12 words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Transform: Transform this information into four pictures or images (no words allowed). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Categorise: Sort this information into three categories. Highlight and think of a suitable title for each category. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Extend: Write down three questions you’d like to ask an expert in this subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information 

R 

E 

D 

U 

C 

E 

 

Reduce to 6 points  

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6. 

Reduce to 3 key points  

 

A.  

 

 

B. 

 

 

C. 

 

Information 
P 

R 

I 

O 

R 

I 

T 

I 

S 

Prioritise (most important)  

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

 

WHY? 

PiXL Revisit: Reduce to 6 points  

Unit/Topic: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Process/Method 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

 

 

Results 

  

  

 

Formulae 

Experiment Diagram 

Experiment Title: 

PiXL Revisit: Experiment on a page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Chapter theme/topic 

Main idea 1 

Specific detail 
A 

Specific detail 
B 

Specific detail 
C 

Main idea 2 

Specific detail 
D 

Specific detail 
E 

Specific detail 
F 

Specific detail 
G 

Specific detail 
H 

Specific detail I 
Specific detail 

J 

Specific detail 
K 

Specific detail 
K 

Main idea 4 Main idea 3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  



 


